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Petition to Amend the Town of Enfield Wind Energy Law to Provide for Safe
Setbacks Prior to Approving Any Further Modifications to the Black Oak
Wind Farm Proposal

| In 2008, the Town Board of Enfield, NY proposed a new Wind Energy Facilities Local Law to regulate the design and
placement of windfarm facilities and turbine generators after repealing an earlier law passed by the prior Town Board. In
that proposal, the Town Board proposed that any wind turbines be:

¢ o less than 450 feet or 1.1 the total height of the wind turbine from any residences; and
¢ no less than 100 feet or 1.1 times the blade radius from any property line,

Furthermore, the law specifically provided that there would be no required minimum setbacks from any
public or private roads or public utility lines.

The Tompkins County Planning Department reviewed the town's proposal and recommended that the law be modified to
tie any setbacks to property lines and public road right-of-ways as well as residences and proposed that:
+ the setbacks from property lines and public roads be no less than 1.5 times the total height of the turbine,
including the rotor blade height; and

o for residences, schools, churches or uc.,_u_ﬁ ___uqmzm,m\ they be no less than 2 times the total height, including the
rotor blade height. :

)09, the
rtment a

{ In January 2015, the Town Board completed its review of the project under the State Environmental Quality Review Act

1 (SEQRA). The SEQRA review assessed the environmental impacts associated with a facility consisting of seven 1.7

| megawatt ("MW") turbines and a total rated capacity of 11.9 MW. In June 2015, the Town Board approved modifications

| to the project including an increase to the height of each turbine by eight feet, and an increase to the rated capacity of

| each turbine to to 2.3 MW with a total rated capacity for the facility of 16.1 MW, The Town Board also authorized certain

| changes to the location of the proposed interconnection substation. The Town Board approved these changes without

| reopening the SEQRA process. It has now been reported that Black Oak Wind Farm intends to propose certain additional
| changes in the placement of the substation and at least one tower, and it is unclear whether the Town Board will require

. | the project sponsors to revise its Environmental Impact Statement or whether the Town Board will require another public

- { hearing before the project can proceed.

. , - | These GE turbines being used in the Black Oak Wind Farm will be approximately 483 feet in total
... lheight. Insome cases, they will be located as close as 1,000 feet to residences and only about
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Printed Name

If the Tompkins County Planning Department’s recommendations had

been incorporated into the Town's wind Law, the Black Oak Wind Farm would not meet the minimum set-backs for certain

Wind turbines too close to residential areas and public roads pose a danger
to the community. Safety concerns include blades breaking apart or
throwing ice at high speeds. Additionally, towers have been documented to
fall or catch fire. In Fenner, NY a 187 ton windmill uprooted itself, falling to
the ground on December 27, 2009. Another Fenner turbine caught fire on
October 25, 2014. Based on such concerns, it is essential that the Town of
Enfield revise its laws to provide more restrictive set-backs to protect the
citizens of the Town and their property from these dangers. The absense of
set-backs measured from property lines rather than existing residences
prevents citizens from contemplating future projects on their land because of
safety concerns related to nearby towers. Many communities throughout the

| U.S. and abroad require much greater setbacks than even the Tompkins
| County Planning Department’s recommendations in order to protect their

| communities’ safety and property rights. The Town of Enfield should do the
| same for us.

| We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now, prior to the issuance of any further permits

or approvals to the Black Oak Wind Farm, to amend the Town of Enfield Local Law Number 1 of 2009, Wind Energy

| Facilities Local Law, to increase the setbacks and set new noise level requirements for any and all proposed wind turbine
| projects at a level that is no less restrictive than the recommendations contained in the letter from the Tompkins County

| Department of Planning and Public Works to the Enfield Town Board, dated November 5, 2008.
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property lines.

Wind turbines too close to residential areas and public roads pose a danger
to the community. Safety concerns include blades breaking apart or
throwing ice at high speeds. Additionally, towers have been documented to
fall or catch fire. In Fenner, NY a 187 ton windmill uprooted itself, falling to
the ground on December 27, 2009. Another Fenner turbine caught fire on
October 25, 2014. Based on such concerns, it is essential that the Town of
Enfield revise its laws to provide more restrictive set-backs to protect the
citizens of the Town and their property from these dangers. The absense of
set-backs measured from property lines rather than existing residences
prevents citizens from contemplating future projects on their land because of
safety concerns related to nearby towers. Many communities throughout the
U.S. and abroad require much greater setbacks than even the Tompkins
County Planning Department’s recommendations in order to protect their

communities’ safety and property rights. The Town of Enfield should do the
same for us.

We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now, prior to the issuance of any further permits
| or approvals to the Black Qak Wind Farm, to amend the Town of Enfield Local Law Number 1 of 2009, Wind Energy

| Facilities Local Law, to increase the setbacks and set new noise level requirements for any and all proposed wind turbine
| projects at a level that is no less restrictive than the recommendations contained in the letter from the Tompkins County
| Department of Planning and Public Works to the Enfield Town Board, dated November 5, 2008.
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